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March 31, 2017  
The Honorable Richard Burr, Chairman 
The Honorable Mark Warner, Vice Chairman  
United States Senate Select Committee on Intelligence  
211 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Chairman Burr and Vice Chairman Warner: 
 
Given recent reports about Turkey’s attempts to gain surreptitious influence over U.S. officials and media to the 
detriment of U.S. national security, and as a follow-up to our March 13th letter regarding Azerbaijan and its influence 
buying in the United States, we are writing to urge your thorough investigation of President Erdogan’s Turkey in an 
expanded review of foreign governments and their activities that compromise America’s democratic institutions to 
allow massive human rights violations and work against the United States in ways that are totally out of legal or 
diplomatic bounds. 
 
A March 15, 2016 article in The Daily Caller publicly addressed some of the underlying issues, opening with “The 
government of Turkey planned to use front groups and operatives ‘camouflaged’ as journalists to gain access to 
Capitol Hill and the U.S. security apparatus, hacked emails released by WikiLeaks reveal.  The documents, which are 
from the Gmail account of Berat Albayrak, Turkey’s energy minister and the son-in-law of Turkey’s president, Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, show the nascent plan…” The article also states “The scheme would allow the Turkish government 
to ‘circumvent tax and other impediments in the laws’… While the Turkish government has questioned the legitimacy 
of the emails, WikiLeaks provides what’s called a DKIM verification for emails sent by Gmail showing that they have 
not been altered or edited.” 
 
This news comes against the backdrop of revelations of former national security advisor Michael Flynn as well as the 
December 13, 2016 Newsweek investigation and other reports that Turkey used the arrest of “Barbaros  Muratoglu, 
a senior executive with ties to the Trump Organization, in an effort to put political pressure on the next U.S. chief 
executive.” 
 
There are also recent news reports that both the Swiss and German governments have opened probes into an 
increase of spying by the Turkish government. This information is coupled with an article by The Independent that 
“Email cache proves Turkish oil minister’s links to Isis oil trade…” and another in The Daily Beast entitled “Turkey 
Celebrates as Trump Fires Bharara,” wherein Bharara “oversaw the arrest and prosecution of Reza Zarrab, a Turkish 
national who allegedly helped run a scheme that funneled billions of dollars’ worth of gold into Iran, in violation of 
U.S. sanctions.” This week, even more developments related to this case were exposed. This abundant public record 
alone represents a disturbing pattern that compromises both our nation’s security and constitutional government.   
 
Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to meeting with you to follow up.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anthony Barsamian      Van Z. Krikorian 
Co-Chair, Board of Trustees     Co-Chair, Board of Trustees 
 
cc:  Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
       Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer 
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